Fathers: the forgotten parent.
Fathers today face a confusing set of values and role choices. The challenges are particularly great for fathers of children with chronic illness or disability. Fathers must reexamine priorities, come to terms with losses, and develop and strengthen caretaking capabilities. The isolation commonly felt by fathers of children with special needs places the entire family at risk. Conversely, paternal involvement has many benefits. Professionals can take many steps to engage men in becoming supportive and important figures in the lives of their children.